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Playtime	Learning	Time:	10	minutes	Ages:	Little	kids	to	Big	kids	Difficulty	to	make:	Easy	peasy	Skill	taught:	Numeracy	-	times	tables	Playtime	Learning	Time:	10	minutes	Ages:	Little	kids	to	Big	kids	Difficulty	to	Set	Up:	Easy	peasy	Skill:	Learn	to	blend	Playtime	Learning	Time:	10	minutes	Ages:	Little	Kids	–	Big	Kids	Difficulty:	Easy	peasy	Summarizing
information	is	an	important	postreading	and	prewriting	activity	that	helps	students	synthesize	what	they	have	learned.	The	interactive	Cube	Creator	offers	four	options:	Bio	Cube:	This	option	allows	students	to	develop	an	outline	of	a	person	whose	biography	or	autobiography	they	have	just	read;	it	can	also	be	used	before	students	write	their	own
autobiography.	Specific	prompts	ask	students	to	describe	a	person's	significance,	background,	and	personality.	Mystery	Cube:	Use	this	option	to	help	your	students	sort	out	the	clues	in	their	favorite	mysteries	or	develop	outlines	for	their	own	stories.	Among	its	multiple	applications,	the	Mystery	Cube	helps	students	identify	mystery	elements,	practice
using	vocabulary	from	this	popular	genre,	and	sort	and	summarize	information.	Specific	prompts	ask	students	to	describe	the	setting,	clues,	crime	or	mystery,	victim,	detective,	and	solution.	Story	Cube:	In	this	cube	option,	students	can	summarize	the	key	elements	in	a	story,	including	character,	setting,	conflict,	resolution,	and	theme.	Students	can
even	identify	their	favorite	part	of	the	story.	This	can	be	used	as	an	alternative	to	the	Story	Map	interactive.	Create-Your-Own	Cube:	Working	on	a	science	unit?	Doing	some	research	on	volcanoes?	The	Create-Your-Own	Cube	is	your	answer.	This	version	allows	teachers	and	students	to	generate	their	own	questions	or	topics.	Teachers	can	type	in	the
questions,	lock	them	from	editing	using	the	padlock	icon,	and	save	the	file	using	the	Save	tab	at	the	top	of	the	screen.	The	saved	file	can	then	be	shared	with	students	to	enter	in	their	responses.	Students	can	also	customize	cubes	on	topics	of	their	choosing.	Students	can	save	their	draft	cubes	to	revise	later.	See	the	five-minute	video	tutorial	Saving
Work	With	the	Student	Interactives	for	more	information	on	have	to	save,	e-mail,	and	open	a	file	in	any	of	the	ReadWriteThink	Student	Interactives.	The	finished	cube	can	also	be	saved,	printed,	and	folded	into	a	fun	cube	shape	that	can	be	used	for	future	reference.	Story	cubes	(also	known	as	story	dice)	are	a	great	way	to	generate	story	ideas,
whether	you	write	them	down	or	choose	to	tell	them	aloud!Below	is	a	cube	template	for	you	to	print	and	use.	It	is	large	enough	for	pupils	to	draw	different	illustrations	onto	the	sides.	You	can	either:	Print	one	cube	per	pupil,	and	then	ask	small	groups	or	pairs	to	roll	the	cubes	together	to	generate	a	new	story	starter.	Wherever	the	cube	lands	is	the
prompt	for	a	story!	Give	pupils	multiple	templates	to	create	more	than	one	cube,	then	let	pupils	roll	their	cubes	individually	to	create	their	own	stories.	Create	a	class	set	or	sets	of	cubes	that	the	class	can	roll	together	to	generate	story	ideas.	Scottish	Book	Trust	recommends	creating	three	cubes	from	the	three	categories	below:	setting,	character	and
item.	Setting,	character	and	item	are	key	starting	points	for	any	story.	If	pupils	are	making	just	one	cube	each,	we	recommend	they	choose	to	decorate	two	sides	from	the	three	categories.	e.g.	two	characters,	two	settings	and	two	items.	The	lists	below	are	suggestions	and	not	prescriptive,	and	remember	pupils	can	be	as	creative	as	they	like	when
picking	their	story	cube	prompts!Setting	Beach	Castle	House	City	Planet	Mountains	Hot	air	balloon	Space	Character	Dog	Dinosaur	Alien	Robot	Shark	Snowman	Octopus	Elephant	Happy	person	Sad	person	Item	Clock	Letter	Backpack	Key	Guitar	Magic	wand	Camera	Torch	Treasure	map	Magnifying	glass	Present	Find	out	more	about	creative	writing
for	schools.	A	few	months	ago,	I	decided	to	invest	in	some	Story	Cubes	and	have	been	trying	them	out	with	some	of	my	classes.	If	you	are	unfamiliar	with	Story	Cubes,	they	are	a	collection	of	nine	dice	with	images	printed	on	each	side	of	the	dice.	They	are	stored	in	a	convenient	box	which	is	super	portable,	with	them	being	small	enough	to	just	place	in
your	pocket.	Anyhow,	when	using	the	Story	Cubes	in	class,	the	students	responded	positively	and	created	some	very	engaging	and	funny	stories.	If	you	want	to	find	out	a	bit	more	information	about	these	Story	Cubes,	you	can	check	Rory’s	website.	In	this	article,	we	look	at	ten	teaching	ideas	for	using	Story	Cubes	in	the	classroom.	1.	Play	As	Directed
The	Story	Cubes	can	be	used	as	they	were	originally	created	for.	You	get	each	student	to	roll	the	cubes	and	then	they	must	link	all	the	pictures	together	through	the	use	of	a	spontaneous	story.	I	have	also	included	the	rules	of	using	the	cubes	below	to	help.	When	playing	with	family	and	friends	take	turns	as	the	storyteller.	The	storyteller	rolls	all	9
cubes.	Begin	with	‘Once	Upon	a	Time’	and	tell	a	story	that	links	together	all	9	face-up	images.	Start	with	the	first	image	to	grab	your	attention.	Use	three	cubes	for	the	beginning,	three	for	the	middle	and	three	for	the	end	of	the	story.	There	is	one	rule:	there	are	no	wrong	answers.	If	you	are	still	a	little	unsure,	here	is	a	video	of	Rory	using	the	Story
Cubes.	2.	Use	One	Cube	Rather	than	using	all	9	cubes,	you	could	place	all	cubes	into	a	bag	and	get	one	student	to	the	front	of	the	class.	They	choose	one	cube	at	random	and	then	must	tell	a	story	to	the	class	using	all	six	images	on	one	cube.	This	idea	is	best	suited	for	stronger	learners	of	Intermediate	or	above.	Respond	to	language	and	vocabulary
where	necessary	and	board	it	up	and	review	at	the	end	of	the	story.	Don’t	forget	to	tell	students	to	write	the	vocabulary	from	the	whiteboard	into	their	notebooks.	Students	could	then	vote	on	the	best	story.	3.	Review	Grammar	Forms	If	you	have	been	focusing	on	grammar,	you	could	use	the	cubes	to	help	creatively	review	the	key	grammar	from	the
lesson.	For	example,	if	you	have	been	teaching	students	the	Past	Continuous	form,	then	you	could	use	the	cubes.	Get	students	to	choose	two	dice,	roll	them	and	get	one	student	or	a	small	group	to	create	their	own	personalised	examples	using	the	key	language	and	form.	Additionally,	you	could	collect	the	sentences	on	a	piece	of	paper	and	then	look	at
the	language	all	together	as	a	class	and	correct	where	necessary.	4.	Presentation	Topic	You	could	use	the	cubes	to	prompt	a	presentation	about	a	particular	topic.	A	student	selects	one	cube,	rolls	and	then	must	prepare	a	presentation	on	it.	Give	students	five	to	ten	minutes	to	prepare	and	then	they	must	talk	to	the	class	about	it.	If	one	student	wishes
to	ask	a	question	to	the	presenter,	then	they	can	at	the	end.	5.	Rolling	Story	Get	students	to	sit	in	a	circle	facing	each	other	with	a	table	in	the	middle	and	you	start	with	“Once	Upon	a	Time	there	was	a	…”	and	you	roll	one	dice	and	then	complete	the	sentence.	Another	student	picks	a	different	cube	and	then	continues	the	story.	Go	round	the	class	until
all	cubes	have	been	chosen	and	rolled.	Get	students	to	go	back	to	their	groups	and	then	they	must	write	the	story,	from	memory,	and	then	check	vocabulary	and	difficult	grammar	as	a	class.	Monitor	and	provide	support	where	necessary.	6.	Story	Prompts	This	is	similar	to	idea	number	five	but	is	silent	rather	than	vocal.	The	teacher	rolls	the	first	dice
and	describes	a	character	from	the	picture.	Try	to	be	as	creative	as	possible	and	students	listen	and	then	write	down	information	about	their	character	from	what	the	teacher	has	dictated.	The	teacher	selects	another	student	to	come	and	select	a	cube	and	roll	it.	That	student	shows	this	to	all	students.	The	student	then	completes	the	information	from
the	prompt	using	the	image	from	the	dice.	Continue	the	activity	until	all	dice	have	been	rolled	and	students	have	completed	their	task.	Students	then	tell	the	story	to	their	group	using	their	notes	to	help	them.	Students	could	then	vote	on	the	best	story	in	the	class.	You	can	download	the	Story	Prompts	File	here	and	use	it	in	class.	7.	Action	Bingo	This
lesson	is	aimed	for	the	Story	Cubes:	Actions	to	review	verbs.	You	could	either	get	students	to	write	down	the	verbs	in	random	order	on	a	grid	of	54	squares	which	you	call	out	or	if	you	think	writing	down	all	the	verbs	will	take	too	long,	you	could	prepare	your	own	bingo	worksheets	and	hand	them	out	randomly.	You	just	need	to	decide	what	the	verbs
are	for	each	image	on	the	cube.	Anyhow,	students	have	to	cross	out	or	tick	off	the	verb	which	is	rolled	on	a	dice.	You	continue	until	a	learner	has	crossed	off	or	ticked	out	the	verbs,	just	like	traditional	Bingo.	There	are	54	different	images	on	the	nine	cubes,	but	you	could	select	six	out	of	the	nine	cubes	and	then	create	a	six	by	six	Bingo	Grid	so	that
students	could	either	win	by	getting	all	horizontal	verbs	or	vertical	verbs	complete.	However	you	decide	to	deliver	the	Bingo	activity,	the	first	student	to	get	all	set	action	images	ticked	off	vertical	is	the	winner.	You	can	download	and	use	a	template	Bingo	worksheet	for	your	class	here.	Busy	Teacher	also	have	a	worksheet	that	you	can	refer	to	review
the	verbs.	8.	Elementary	Guided	Stories	Story	cubes	are	best	suited	for	students	are	placed	at	a	level	of	Intermediate	or	above.	However,	Elementary	students	can	still	benefit	from	creating	stories	if	there	is	a	lot	of	modelling	and	support	provided.	You	can	use	the	following	Guided	Story	Template	to	help	students	create	their	own	personalised	story.
There	are	three	key	areas:	the	introduction	of	the	characters,	the	decision	to	go	on	a	journey	to	achieve	something	and	then	returning	back	home	to	live	happily	ever	after.	It	is	basic	but	it	would	give	lower	level	learners	more	motivation	to	create	their	own	stories	with	the	support	of	a	model.	As	a	follow	up,	you	could	get	students	to	create	their	own
comic	to	go	with	their	story.	And,	don’t	forget	to	get	students	into	small	groups	to	complete	the	task.	9.	Mixed	Cubes	There	are	essentially	four	sets	of	Story	Cubes:	Classic,	Voyages,	Fantasia	and	Actions	(they	are	around	£9.99	per	set	so	you	are	looking	for	all	four	at	just	under	£40.00).	You	could	use	a	combination	of	two,	three	or	four	sets	together.
You	get	students	to	roll	all	the	cubes	and	then	they	have	to	choose	nine	at	random,	connecting	and	then	making	a	story.	Instead,	you	could	use	a	small	bag	or	box	containing	all	the	cubes,	students	pick	out	a	total	of	nine	and	then	roll	them	all	at	the	same	time.	They	must	then	create	a	story	use	all	the	dice	that	they	have	rolled	in	their	small	groups.	10.
Tall	Stories	A	different	approach	to	story	telling	is	to	use	all	the	cubes	from	all	the	series	and	start	putting	one	on	top	of	the	other.	Students	roll	all	the	cubes	or	pick	one	out	of	a	bag/box	and	continue	the	story	putting	more	and	more	cubes	on	top	of	each	other.	The	story	ends	once	all	the	cubes	collapse,	then	the	next	student	continues	with	the	same
rules	above.	This	will	generate	a	competitive	element	for	the	students	and	is	possibly	more	suited	for	teenagers	or	young	adults.	Remember	to	monitor	the	stories	and	provide	necessary	feedback	and	scaffold	language	where	required.	Edit:	Here	are	some	of	the	material	which	could	be	used	in	class.	[scribd	id=386405686	key=key-
nXHVyWlJmADM9iq4K7tG	mode=scroll]	[scribd	id=386405688	key=key-yWwBvkgJ1ePPEEfHH7ou	mode=scroll]	[scribd	id=386405689	key=key-hoPjZPEuSvMCeLAa9Q6o	mode=scroll]	[scribd	id=386405690	key=key-QJdea1TpwKDzCC1h36ku	mode=scroll]	Have	you	used	Rory’s	Story	Cubes	before	in	class?	What	particular	activities	do	you
incorporate	when	using	the	cubes?
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